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Vote September 25 through October 8

Register
 Register to vote 
through Sept. 17 at the 
Derby Public Library, 
1600 E. Walnut Grove 
Rd., or the Derby 
Welcome Center, 611 
Mulberry Rd.  You must re-register if you 
have changed your name, address, or party 
affiliation. 

Advance Voting By Mail
 Request an advance ballot to be mailed 
to you by completing an Application for 
Advance Voting Ballot. Mail or fax it to the 
Sedgwick County Election Office.

Vote in Wichita 
Sept. 25, 26, 27, 30 & Oct. 1, 2, 3, 4
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Oct. 7, 8 a.m. to noon
Sedgwick County Election Office 
510 N. Main

Vote in Derby
Oct. 3 & 4, noon to 7 p.m. 
Oct. 5, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Woodlawn United Methodist Church 
431 S.  Woodlawn

Vote on Election Day: October 8
6 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
 Voters must vote at their assigned 
polling site in Derby (Woodlawn United 
Methodist Church, Calvary Baptist Church 
or Pleasantview Baptist Church). Call the 
Derby Welcome Center at 788-9003 for 
help in finding your polling site.
 For more voter information, visit
www.sedgwickcounty.org/elections.

How to Vote
Why does Derby need a local sales tax?
 The Derby Difference Sales Tax will enhance the quality of life for 
residents and visitors by funding:
 1. Construction of a new central park, a tournament-quality
  baseball/softball complex, and a dog park; 
 2.   Additional Fire & Rescue personnel and equipment to
  improve response times in our growing community; and
 3. Derby Public Library operating expenses.

Is this a tax increase?
 No, this is not a tax increase.  The Derby Difference Sales Tax is a 
half-cent sales tax that would replace the current half-cent Library 
Sales Tax.  This tax paid for construction of the Derby Public Library 
and continues to pay library operating expenses.

Why a sales tax?
 The Derby Difference Sales Tax is a fair way to share the expense 
of city improvements among both residents and people who shop, eat and play in Derby but 
do not pay property taxes. 
E	For every $100 spent in Derby, 50 cents would go toward improving Derby.
E	Derby’s sales tax rate would continue to be the second-lowest in the region.
E	Rather than just funding the Derby Public Library, this same amount of tax can also
     improve Derby Fire & Rescue services and Derby parks over the next 10 years. 
E	Since an estimated 45% of library patrons live outside of Derby, the best way for them to
  financially support the library is through the sales tax.

Good Track Record
                                           In Derby, we do what we say we are going to do. In 

2003, residents decided a half-cent sales tax would 
be a good way to fund a new aquatic park. Rock 
River Rapids was built, and the tax ended in 2009.

     In 2007, citizens approved the half-cent Library Sales 
Tax to build and pay operating expenses of a new 
library.  This tax began in 2010 and could end after 
2014 because the building costs will be paid. 

To learn more about the Derby Difference Sales Tax, visit
www.derbyweb.com/salestax
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The Derby Difference
    Derby voters 
will soon get an 
opportunity to 
vote on a sales 
tax proposal that 
has the potential 
to make a big 
difference for the 

community. Is it a tax increase? 
No. 
 It is a half-cent sales tax to 
replace the current half-cent 
library sales tax.  The Derby 
Difference sales tax would be 
used for improvements at several 
Derby parks and operations 
at the Derby Fire & Rescue 
Department and Derby Public 
Library.
 You may recall that in 2003, 
Derby voters decided that a half-
cent sales tax would be a good 
way to pay for a new aquatic 
park. Rock River Rapids was 
built, and the tax ended in 2009. 
 Then, Derby voters over-
whelmingly approved a half-cent 
sales tax to build and pay the 
operational expenses of a new 
library. Since an estimated 45% 

of library patrons live outside 
of Derby, the best way for them 
to financially support the library 
is through the sales tax.  That 
tax has been collected since 
2010 and could end after 2014 
because it is projected to have 
raised enough to pay for the 
building. 
 Such early payment would 
leave the city short of funding 
annual operating expenses of 
the library unless a new fund-
ing source is approved. So, the 
City Council likely will only end 
this tax if the voters pass the 
proposed Derby Difference sales 
tax.
 The Derby Difference sales tax 
would last 10 years and would 
provide funding for much-needed 
firefighters and equipment. De-
mand for first responder medical 
calls has increased in Derby 
as traffic and retail trade have 
increased. Medical calls comprise 
67% of the workload. Currently, 
the primary funding source is 
property taxes, meaning that 
only those who live or own 

Welcome Center
611 Mulberry Rd. Ste. 200

Derby, KS 67037
316-788-9003

welcomecenter@derbyweb.com

businesses in Derby pay for fire, 
medical and rescue services. 
 The Derby Difference sales 
tax also would fund a new 
Central Park at the former site 
of St. Mary’s school on Madison 
Avenue. While the City bought 
the land and razed most of the 
buildings, the park master plan 
calls for an accessible playground, 
a splash pad, lighted walking path, 
and indoor space for weddings 
and events. Such extensive park 
development, plus new ball fields 
and a dog park at other sites, 
would be paid by the Derby Dif-
ference sales tax.
 If you live in the Derby city 
limits, I encourage you to vote by 
Oct. 8. 

Kathy Sexton

Pick Up After Your Pets
 Pet owners in Derby are now 
required by city ordinance to 
pick up their dog’s waste on 
public property and property of 
others. The law went into effect 
on July 31 after the Council ap-
proved the new ordinance at its 
July 23 meeting.
 Pet waste is not just a nui-
sance, it can host diseases or 
parasites that can infect other 
pets and people who come into 
contact with it. Pet waste bio-
degrades very slowly and is not 
good fertilizer. 
 
What can residents do? 
 Carry plastic bags with you 
when you walk your dog. Use a 

bag to pick up the 
dog waste. Tie the 
bag closed and place 
it in the trash.

Do not flush pet 
waste down the 
toilet.   
 Septic systems and wastewater 
treatment plants are not de-
signed to treat animal waste.

Watch what you feed your 
pet.
 What goes in must come out. 
The type of food you give your 
pet will affect the quantity of pet 
waste. Rice-based food is most 
easily digested. Consult your vet 
if you have questions.

Control where your pet
relieves itself.
 Wherever you are, this is a 
good idea - at home or out and 
about. Pet waste needs to be 
scooped!
 If you have questions, please 
call Derby Animal Control at 
788-1557 or visit 
www.derbyweb.com/pickitup.

photo by Davi Stuhlsatz
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Dion Avello
788-0922

acmelithoenve@ 
aol.com

Jim Craig
788-4449
jslscraig@

sbcglobal.net

Randy White
788-1969

rgwhite58@cox.net

Ward I

Ward II

Ward III

Ward IV

Vaughn Nun
788-7269

vnun@earthlink.net

Cheryl Bannon
789-8356

lcbannon@cox.net

Chuck Warren
788-2757

cadubya@ymail.com

Tom Haynes
788-6083

haynes-for-derby@
cox.net

Mark Staats
788-9056

markstaatsderby@
cox.net

Mayor

The Derby City Council meets on 
the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the 
month at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall,  

611 Mulberry Rd.

Meetings are broadcast live on 
Derby Channel 7 and also available 

live and on-demand at 
www.derbyweb.com.

You may also contact the City 
Council at 788-3132.
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  Watch City Council meetings 
live and on-demand at
www.derbyweb.com. Residents 
can watch previous meetings in 
their entirety or go straight to a 
specific item to view presenta-
tions and discussions.
 Meetings also air live on Derby 
Channel 7 (Cox Cable custom-
ers only) on the second and 
fourth Tuesday of the month at 
6:30 p.m.

Streaming Videos

Stay Informed
 The City of 
Derby has a 
new feature 
on its website 
to help keep 
residents 
informed. Instead of continu-
ally checking the city website 
for current events, we can send 
information directly to you.  
 Use the button on
www.derbyweb.com called 
“Keep Me Informed.” Once 
you create an account on the 
website (requires a user name 
and password), you can sign up 
to receive a variety of alerts via 
email or text message including:
- news releases
- agenda notifications
- arrest reports
- fire call reports
- job openings
- event notifications
- bids and requests for  
 proposals

 Derby residents and business owners 
can apply for rebates for initiating water 
conservation measures. Rebates are 
available to all Derby water customers, 
including residential and commercial, 
owner-occupied, and rentals.  Any device 
purchased after May 1, 2013 is eligible 
for the program. 
 Derby’s program is focused on limiting outdoor water use by:
1.  Retrofitting sprinkler systems with water-efficient sprinkler 
  head nozzles to reduce runoff (min. of 15 required). $75 rebate
2.  Adding smart controllers to irrigation systems to limit   
  watering frequency. $100 rebate
3.  Promoting the use of rain barrels to collect rainwater 
  for watering plants at a later time (one rebate available for  
  up to three barrels). $75 rebate
 Rebates will be distributed on a first-come, first-
served basis and will be credited to the Derby 
water customer’s account. Derby customers are 
not eligible for Wichita’s rebate program.  
 Rebates will be rewarded up to 60 days from 
the purchase date.  A maximum of three rebates 
are available per utility account. 
 To request a rebate, customers just fill out an 
application and provide product receipts.  Applica-
tions can be found on the city website, 
www.derbyweb.com under the Help Center. Cus-
tomers may also pick up and return paper applica-
tions to City Hall, 611 Mulberry Rd. Other online resources include a 
list of eligible sprinkler head nozzles and smart controllers as well as 
complete program details.
 If you have questions, call City Hall at 788-1424 or email 
waterconservation@derbyweb.com.

Get Your Water Conservation Rebate

Darrell Downing
788-3180

kansashuskers@
sbcglobal.net

  This is a reminder to residents and business owners in Derby - 
you are required to have a rain sensor on your automatic irrigation 
system.
 The rain sensor will monitor rainfall and turn sprinklers off if it 
is or has recently been raining. Please report possible violations to 
Code Enforcement at 788-0301.
 The city is offering a rebate program (see above) for next genera-
tion rain sensors, also called smart controllers. 

Rain Sensors Required

Smart Controller

Spring Creek Watershed Public Meeting
September 18 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Derby Welcome Center, 611 Mulberry Rd.
Sponsored by the Sedgwick County Storm Water Management Advisory Board.

Meeting format is open house - come and go as your schedule allows.

Rain Barrel



channel 7
City Council Meeting
Live: 2nd & 4th Tuesday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m.

Rebroadcast:
Sunday, Wednesday & Friday   
2:30 p.m.
Thursday & Saturday
7:00 p.m.

Derby Public Schools
Board of Education
Meeting
Live: 4th Monday of the month 
7:00 p.m.

Rebroadcast:
Friday & Sunday, 7:00 p.m.

The Derby Horizon is a
publication of the City of 
Derby’s Communications Team.

Contact Public Information
Of cer Kristy Bansemer at 
788-1519  ext. 229 or kristy-
bansemer@derbyweb.com with 
comments or questions.

contact info
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Fast Facts on the Derby Library

Derby Dash

Senior Services & Public Library

1600 E. Walnut Grove
788-0760
www.derbylibrary.com

Hours
Monday - Thursday
 9:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Friday
 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Saturday
 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sunday
 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.

derby library

The Derby Dash is curb-to-
curb public transportation 
available within the city limits 
of Derby. 

Hours of operation 
Monday - Friday
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
*Fridays when school is not in
session hours will be 7:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m.

Rates
$2 one-way/$4 for round trip

Ride cards are required and 
can be purchased at both 
Derby Dillons stores, the 
Senior Center, City Hall, and 
the DRC.

Call 788-RIDE to schedule a  
ride or to learn more.

611 Mulberry Road
788-0223
www.derbyweb.com

Hours
Monday-Thursday
 7:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Friday
 7:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

senior center

Tanzanian Safari
Monday, Sept. 16 at 1:00 p.m.
Welcome Center
 John Ellert’s presentation, 
Tanzanian Safari, will introduce 
you to an East African Safari 
experience from a naturalist-
photographer’s perspective. Hear 
what it’s like to stay in tents and 
safari lodges, and view exotic 
animals up close.
 Ellert has been a photogra-
pher since age 14. He has taken 
photographs throughout the U.S. 
and Europe, as well as Africa and 
South America. 

Port of Catoosa
Thursday, Sept. 19 at 7:30 a.m.
$30 for lunch & transportation
 Located in northeast Okla-
homa, the Tulsa Port of Catoosa 
is the furthest inland, ice-free 
international seaport in America. 
The port serves as the head of 
navigation for the McClellan-
Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 

System. It links the Tulsa area to 
ports of the world by way of the 
Mississippi River and the Port of 
New Orleans. Watch a historical 
video, ask questions, and take a 
bus-guided tour of the barges.

Gatekeeper Program
Wednesday, Sept. 25
1:30-3:30 p.m.
Welcome Center
 The Gatekeeper Program 
teaches non-traditional people 
(bank personnel, hair dressers, 
postal carriers, etc.) to identify 
older adults who appear to have 
problems that may place them at 
risk of adult abuse, prescription 
misuse, and self-neglect and how 
to refer them to resources for 
help.
 Presenters include Sedgwick 
County Sheriff ’s Deputy Joe 
Page, Deputy Jamie Converse, 
Don Strong (Mental Health Asso-
ciation), SENIORS Program rep-
resentative, and Derby’s Deputy 
Police Chief Dan Hammon. 

Saturday, October 19
10:00 a.m. 

Derby Public Library
1600 E. Walnut Grove

Special Guest
Dr. Michaeline Chance-Reay
Author and historian from

Kansas State University
 
 Dr. Chance-Reay will present 
a program on The Harvey Girls. 
In 19th century Kansas, Harvey 
Girls were considered more than 
waitresses; they provided profes-
sional and stylish service in the 
Harvey House chain of restau-
rants along the Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa Fe Railroad lines from 
1876 to the 1950s. 
 This event is sponsored by the 
Kansas Humanities Council and 
is free and open to the public.

Friends of the Library
Annual Meeting

www.derbyks.com

How many people use 
the Library?
*  The Library averages 530
   visitors per day. 
* More than 45 groups hold  
   meetings or events at the    
   library each month.

What is the Library’s circulation?
* More than 400,000 items (books, e-books, magazines, movies, and  
 video games) circulated in 2012, a 20% increase from 2011.
* Download the Derby Public Library app to check out e-books or  
 the new Zinio app to read select magazines for free.

What does the Library offer?
* In 2012, 758 programs were offered for children, teens, and adults. 
* Attendance at adult programs increased 38% in 2012.

What other services does the Library provide?
* Computer lab with internet access
* Free fax and notary service
* Free access to a variety of databases 
* Public printing, copying and scanning
* Drive-thru service to drop off and pick up library materials

channel 7
City Council Meeting
Live: 2nd & 4th Tuesday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m.

Rebroadcast:
Sunday, Wednesday & Friday   
2:30 p.m. 
Thursday & Saturday 
7:00 p.m.

Derby Public Schools
Board of Education
Meeting
Live: 4th Monday of the month 
7:00 p.m.

Rebroadcast: 
Friday & Sunday, 7:00 p.m.

The Derby Horizon is a
publication of the City of 
Derby’s Communications Team. 
 
Contact Public Information 
Officer Kristy Bansemer at  
788-1519  ext. 229 or kristy-
bansemer@derbyweb.com with 
comments or questions.

contact info
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Derby Dash

Senior Services & Public Library

1600 E. Walnut Grove
788-0760
www.derbylibrary.com

Hours
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 9:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Friday
 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
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 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
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curb public transportation 
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Hours of operation 
Monday - Friday
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
*Fridays when school is not in
session hours will be 7:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m.

Rates
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Ride cards are required and 
can be purchased at both 
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Senior Center, City Hall, and 
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ride or to learn more.

611 Mulberry Road
788-0223
www.derbyweb.com
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 John Ellert’s presentation, 
Tanzanian Safari, will introduce 
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what it’s like to stay in tents and 
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homa, the Tulsa Port of Catoosa 
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navigation for the McClellan-
Kerr Arkansas River Navigation 
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bus-guided tour of the barges.
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Welcome Center
 The Gatekeeper Program 
teaches non-traditional people 
(bank personnel, hair dressers, 
postal carriers, etc.) to identify 
older adults who appear to have 
problems that may place them at 
risk of adult abuse, prescription 
misuse, and self-neglect and how 
to refer them to resources for 
help.
 Presenters include Sedgwick 
County Sheriff ’s Deputy Joe 
Page, Deputy Jamie Converse, 
Don Strong (Mental Health Asso-
ciation), SENIORS Program rep-
resentative, and Derby’s Deputy 
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Saturday, October 19
10:00 a.m.  
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1600 E. Walnut Grove

Special Guest
Dr. Michaeline Chance-Reay
Author and historian from
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 Dr. Chance-Reay will present 
a program on The Harvey Girls. 
In 19th century Kansas, Harvey 
Girls were considered more than 
waitresses; they provided profes-
sional and stylish service in the 
Harvey House chain of restau-
rants along the Atchison, Topeka 
and Santa Fe Railroad lines from 
1876 to the 1950s. 
 This event is sponsored by the 
Kansas Humanities Council and 
is free and open to the public.

www.derbyks.com

How many people use 
the Library?
*  The Library averages 530
   visitors per day. 
* More than 45 groups hold  
   meetings or events at the    
   library each month.

What is the Library’s circulation?
* More than 400,000 items (books, e-books, magazines, movies, and  
 video games) circulated in 2012, a 20% increase from 2011.
* Download the Derby Public Library app to check out e-books or  
 the new Zinio app to read select magazines for free.

What does the Library offer?
* In 2012, 758 programs were offered for children, teens, and adults.  
* Attendance at adult programs increased 38% in 2012.
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* Computer lab with internet access
* Free fax and notary service
* Free access to a variety of databases 
* Public printing, copying and scanning
* Drive-thru service to drop off and pick up library materials
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Community Development development
update

DRC Open House: Nov. 16
 The Derby Recreation Center’s 
renovation project began in No-
vember 2012 and is scheduled to 
be completed by November 2013. 
 During the week of September 
9-14, the DRC will have a free 
showcase week of classes in the 
new activity studios.  The pool and 
lockers rooms are scheduled to re-
open on October 14.  There will be 
a 6-week session of aquatic classes 
that will begin at that time as well. 
 The DRC invites the public to 
come check out the renovated 
facility at its November 16 Open 
House. Come by the DRC, 801 E. 
Market, any time between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to see the new and 
improved recreation center.

Recent Openings
Braum’s 
2201 N. Rock Rd.

Derby Antiques & More
317 N. Rock Rd.

Hibachi Boy
1220 N. Rock Rd.

Kiogi Steakhouse & Sushi
1221 N. Rock Rd.

Mattress Hub
1636 N. Rock Rd.

Precious Debut
620 N. Rock Rd. 

Starbucks
2024 N. Rock Rd.

Walmart Neighborhood 
Market
1106 S. Rock Rd.

Coming Soon

First Christian Church
900 S. Rock Rd.

Shelton Collision Repair
325 Patriot Ave.

Connect with the City
www.facebook.com/derbyks

http://twitter.com/derbyks

 The Derby Difference Sales 
Tax would fund construction of a 
tournament-quality baseball/soft-
ball complex.  This would allow 
Derby to provide quality facilities 
for both residents and visitors. 
Fields at High and Garrett Park 
will continue to be used as well.
 Hosting tournaments brings 
visitors into Derby, which means 
more retail shoppers and restau-
rant customers. Hosting more 
regional tournaments is not pos-
sible at this time due to limited 
facilities in Derby. 
 Even with Derby’s growing 
population, no new  elds have 
been built in more than a decade.

Sales Tax Approval Would Bring Ball Fields, Dog Park
Currently, many 
Derby parents 
 nd it necessary 
to leave Derby 
to  nd leagues 
for their chil-
dren. More  elds 
in Derby will 
help keep Derby families here.
 For the past several years, a 
dog park has been the most 
requested park enhancement 
in Derby.  A dog park is public 
space where dog owners can 
let their pets exercise freely in a 
fenced area with supervision of 
their owners.
 Good dog parks provide 

benches for peo-
ple, shade, parking, 
water, separate 
areas for small and 
large dogs, and 
supplies to pick up 
and dispose of pet 
waste in covered 
trash bins.

 An off-leash 
dog area pro-
vides a com-
munity space 
for people with 
common inter-
ests to gather 
and socialize.

 Off-leash activity contributes 
to pet health and often reduces 
barking and other problem be-
haviors. 
 Dogs are social by nature; play 
and interaction with other dogs 
is healthy.  Also, pet ownership 
can be bene cial to its owner’s 
health.
 What will this cost? When 
$100 is spent in Derby, 50 cents 
would go to improve Derby, and 
half of that would pay for park 
improvements. Without this tax, 
the only viable way to create ad-
ditional ball  elds is to increase 
property taxes or signi cantly 
reduce spending on street 
maintenance or other important 
services, which is unlikely.

New playground equipment in the
Kid Zone.

courtesy photo

Generosity Award
Nominations
 As part of the 20th anniver-
sary celebration of the Derby 
Community Foundation, 20 
individuals or groups will be 
recognized in 2013 for their gen-
erosity in the Derby community. 
Nominations are still needed.
 As a culmination of this effort, 
one  nalist will be selected and 
honored at the Foundation’s an-
nual gala, Uncorked, on February 
22, 2014, and receive the Foun-
dation’s distinguished Generosity 
Award.
 Download a nomination form 
and guidelines at 
www.derbycf.org. 

courtesy photo
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 The Derby Difference Sales 
Tax would fund construction of a 
tournament-quality baseball/soft-
ball complex.  This would allow 
Derby to provide quality facilities 
for both residents and visitors. 
Fields at High and Garrett Park 
will continue to be used as well.
 Hosting tournaments brings 
visitors into Derby, which means 
more retail shoppers and restau-
rant customers. Hosting more 
regional tournaments is not pos-
sible at this time due to limited 
facilities in Derby. 
 Even with Derby’s growing 
population, no new fields have 
been built in more than a decade.

Currently, many 
Derby parents 
find it necessary 
to leave Derby 
to find leagues 
for their chil-
dren. More fields 
in Derby will 
help keep Derby families here.
 For the past several years, a 
dog park has been the most 
requested park enhancement 
in Derby.  A dog park is public 
space where dog owners can 
let their pets exercise freely in a 
fenced area with supervision of 
their owners.
 Good dog parks provide 

benches for peo-
ple, shade, parking, 
water, separate 
areas for small and 
large dogs, and 
supplies to pick up 
and dispose of pet 
waste in covered 
trash bins.

 An off-leash 
dog area pro-
vides a com-
munity space 
for people with 
common inter-
ests to gather 
and socialize.

 Off-leash activity contributes 
to pet health and often reduces 
barking and other problem be-
haviors. 
 Dogs are social by nature; play 
and interaction with other dogs 
is healthy.  Also, pet ownership 
can be beneficial to its owner’s 
health.
 What will this cost? When 
$100 is spent in Derby, 50 cents 
would go to improve Derby, and 
half of that would pay for park 
improvements. Without this tax, 
the only viable way to create ad-
ditional ball fields is to increase 
property taxes or significantly 
reduce spending on street 
maintenance or other important 
services, which is unlikely.

New playground equipment in the
Kid Zone.

courtesy photo

Generosity Award
Nominations
 As part of the 20th anniver-
sary celebration of the Derby 
Community Foundation, 20 
individuals or groups will be 
recognized in 2013 for their gen-
erosity in the Derby community. 
Nominations are still needed.
 As a culmination of this effort, 
one finalist will be selected and 
honored at the Foundation’s an-
nual gala, Uncorked, on February 
22, 2014, and receive the Foun-
dation’s distinguished Generosity 
Award.
 Download a nomination form 
and guidelines at 
www.derbycf.org. 

courtesy photo
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Community Development development
update

DRC Open House: Nov. 16
 The Derby Recreation Center’s 
renovation project began in No-
vember 2012 and is scheduled to 
be completed by November 2013. 
 During the week of September 
9-14, the DRC will have a free 
showcase week of classes in the 
new activity studios.  The pool and 
lockers rooms are scheduled to re-
open on October 14.  There will be 
a 6-week session of aquatic classes 
that will begin at that time as well. 
 The DRC invites the public to 
come check out the renovated 
facility at its November 16 Open 
House. Come by the DRC, 801 E. 
Market, any time between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to see the new and 
improved recreation center.

Recent Openings
Braum’s 
2201 N. Rock Rd.

Derby Antiques & More
317 N. Rock Rd.

Hibachi Boy
1220 N. Rock Rd.

Kiogi Steakhouse & Sushi
1221 N. Rock Rd.

Mattress Hub
1636 N. Rock Rd.

Precious Debut
620 N. Rock Rd. 

Starbucks
2024 N. Rock Rd.

Walmart Neighborhood 
Market
1106 S. Rock Rd.

Coming Soon

First Christian Church
900 S. Rock Rd.

Shelton Collision Repair
325 Patriot Ave.

Connect with the City
www.facebook.com/derbyks

http://twitter.com/derbyks

 The Derby Difference Sales 
Tax would fund construction of a 
tournament-quality baseball/soft-
ball complex.  This would allow 
Derby to provide quality facilities 
for both residents and visitors. 
Fields at High and Garrett Park 
will continue to be used as well.
 Hosting tournaments brings 
visitors into Derby, which means 
more retail shoppers and restau-
rant customers. Hosting more 
regional tournaments is not pos-
sible at this time due to limited 
facilities in Derby. 
 Even with Derby’s growing 
population, no new  elds have 
been built in more than a decade.

Sales Tax Approval Would Bring Ball Fields, Dog Park
Currently, many 
Derby parents 
 nd it necessary 
to leave Derby 
to  nd leagues 
for their chil-
dren. More  elds 
in Derby will 
help keep Derby families here.
 For the past several years, a 
dog park has been the most 
requested park enhancement 
in Derby.  A dog park is public 
space where dog owners can 
let their pets exercise freely in a 
fenced area with supervision of 
their owners.
 Good dog parks provide 

benches for peo-
ple, shade, parking, 
water, separate 
areas for small and 
large dogs, and 
supplies to pick up 
and dispose of pet 
waste in covered 
trash bins.

 An off-leash 
dog area pro-
vides a com-
munity space 
for people with 
common inter-
ests to gather 
and socialize.

 Off-leash activity contributes 
to pet health and often reduces 
barking and other problem be-
haviors. 
 Dogs are social by nature; play 
and interaction with other dogs 
is healthy.  Also, pet ownership 
can be bene cial to its owner’s 
health.
 What will this cost? When 
$100 is spent in Derby, 50 cents 
would go to improve Derby, and 
half of that would pay for park 
improvements. Without this tax, 
the only viable way to create ad-
ditional ball  elds is to increase 
property taxes or signi cantly 
reduce spending on street 
maintenance or other important 
services, which is unlikely.

New playground equipment in the
Kid Zone.

courtesy photo

Generosity Award
Nominations
 As part of the 20th anniver-
sary celebration of the Derby 
Community Foundation, 20 
individuals or groups will be 
recognized in 2013 for their gen-
erosity in the Derby community. 
Nominations are still needed.
 As a culmination of this effort, 
one  nalist will be selected and 
honored at the Foundation’s an-
nual gala, Uncorked, on February 
22, 2014, and receive the Foun-
dation’s distinguished Generosity 
Award.
 Download a nomination form 
and guidelines at 
www.derbycf.org. 

courtesy photo
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Public Safetyvolunteer with us

Back-to-School Safety Tips
 Derby Fire & Rescue is 
looking for volunteers! The 
next recruit class begins in 
January 2014.  
 The department provides 
uniforms, personal protective 
gear, and other training if vol-
unteers complete the 84-hour 
recruit class.  The department 
may also assist with required 
certifications as well as tuition 
reimbursement for the EMT 
training. 
 Volunteers must be at least 
18 with a high school educa-
tion or equivalent; have a 
valid Kansas driver’s license 
and good driving record; live 
within three miles of Derby 
City limits; have no felony 
convictions; and volunteer 
a minimum of 24 hours per 
month. 
 Call Chief Brad Smith at 
788-4435 for information or 
download an application at 
www.derbyweb.com.
 The Derby Police Depart-
ment is also looking for 
reserve officers. Reserves 
must be at least 21, a high 
school graduate, have no 
felony convictions, and be able 
to complete the background, 
testing, polygraph, psychologi-
cal test, and medical and drug 
screenings.  Those selected 
will train during the evenings. 
 Contact 788-1557 for more 
information on how to get 
involved. 

Follow Us on Facebook
- Derby Police
- Derby Fire &  
  Rescue 

911
Police         Fire            EMS

CALL

Derby Fire & Rescue Needs Staff
 Derby Fire & Rescue person-
nel respond to more than 2,000 
calls each year, including hazard-
ous substances, lost persons and 
medical rescues.
 Derby’s goal is to respond 
within four minutes to 90% of all 
calls for service. In 2012, Derby 
firefighters arrived at 82% of 
calls in less than four minutes.
Additional staff would mean that 
multiple calls could be worked 
by firefighters at the same time. 
This would improve emergency 
response times and improve 
safety in our community.
 Derby’s current staff of 17 is 
smaller than the industry stan-
dard and smaller than fire staff in 
other Kansas cities of similar size 
like Dodge City (25 employees) 
and Hays (23 employees).
 Emergency response staffing is 
needed 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week. Covering necessary shifts 
with only 17 full-time staff is diffi-
cult.  Typically, only four firefight-
ers are on duty at a time (two at 

each station).
 During the past five 
years, Derby Fire & Res-
cue staff ’s workload has 
increased 38% and the 
city continues to grow.
 Medical emergencies 
comprise 67% of the 
workload. Firefighters 
also respond to fires and 
traffic accidents, provide 
fire inspections of all 
commercial properties in 
Derby and offer public education.
 Not only are response times 
important, personnel are most 
effective when they have proper 
equipment for medical rescue, 
safe firefighting, and personal 
protection. 
 Derby firefighters are also ac-
tive in the community. Firefight-
ers provide monthly blood pres-
sure checks at the Derby Senior 
Center. Residents can stop by 
either fire station anytime of day 
for a free blood pressure check.
 Firefighters teach CPR classes, 

install smoke detectors, and 
demonstrate the proper use of 
fire extinguishers to residents 
and business owners. 
 During Fire Prevention Week, 
and as requested by local groups, 
Derby firefighters provide fire 
safety education to adults and 
children alike. 
 Derby Fire & Rescue also 
participates in the MDA Fill the 
Boot Drive, American Heart As-
sociation Fight for Air Climb, and 
Derby Relay for Life.

Neighborhood Watch
 The best 
source of 
information 
about what is 
happening in 
your neighbor-
hood is you.  
An excellent 

program for neighborhoods to 
reduce crime is Neighborhood 
Watch - neighbors looking out 
for each other.
 If you would like to start 
a Neighborhood Watch or 
are interested in a free home 
security survey, contact the 
Derby Police Department at 
788-1557.  Home security 
surveys reveal how residents 
can make changes to improve 
their home’s safety.

 Another school year is upon us, and parents and caregivers should 
teach or remind children about safety habits when walking to and 
from school or other activities. Parents should teach their children 
basic safety awareness, such as:
• Use the buddy system when walking to and from school.
• Agree upon an approved route your child will walk.  Watch them
 do a practice run.
• Make sure your child knows they are to walk directly to and  
 from their destination.  Tell them not to deviate from the route  
 without approval.
• Teach them how to cross the street safely and have them practice  
 while you watch.
• Children tend to be trusting of adults. Make sure they understand
 that an adult should not be stopping them to ask directions or
 to have them search for a lost dog.  
• Tell your children never to get into a car with anyone you have  
 not approved.
• Report suspicious activity to a parent or trusted adult as soon as  
 possible.

Portions provided by the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children

Derby firefighters work the June 27 fire at MJB 
Heating & Cooling on K-15.

courtesy photo
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Parks & Recreation chip site

Derby Day of Service
September 29
Call Public Works at 788-0301 
to volunteer.

Derby Chamber 
Consumption Junction
Thursday, October 17
Kansas Star Arena
Doors open at 6 p.m.
Tickets: $40 each
VIP table: $300 (8 tickets)

Veterans Day Celebration
November 11 at 2:00 p.m.
Garrett Park

Tree Lighting
November 21 at 6:00 p.m.
Madison Avenue Central Park

December in Derby
First weekend in December
Christmas Parade on Dec. 7 at 
6:00 p.m., Santa’s Village at the 
Derby Library, and more!

events

It’s Time for Barbeque!
 The 3rd Annual National Bar-
B-Que Derby will be held Sept. 6 
and 7 at High Park. 
 Friday night will feature live 
music, food trucks, and a beer 
garden. Saturday will feature 
bands, kids’ activities, the Kansas 
City Barbeque Society (KCBS) 
Contest, Backyard Barbeque 
Contest, People’s Choice Con-
test, Apple & Cherry Pie Baking 
Contest, Kids’ Cookie Baking 
Contest, Rods-n-Ribs Charity 
Car Show, and food and craft 
vendors.  Here are ways you can 
get involved!
Judge 
 Judges are needed for the 
Backyard Barbeque Contest 
and Baking Contests (apple pie, 
cherry pie, and cookies). No 
experience necessary.  
Compete
 Entry applications are being 
received for the apple and cherry 
pie baking contests as well as the 
Kids’ Chocolate Chip Cookie 
Contest. There are still open-
ings for the Backyard Barbeque 

Park Development Hinges on Sales Tax Election
 Some people ask the question, “Why do we 
need more parks in Derby?” Derby’s green spaces, 
bike paths, and parks set us apart from other 
communities and motivate people to visit or con-
sider living in Derby.
 The Derby Difference Sales Tax would fund the 
proposed Madison Avenue Central Park located 
at the former site of St. Mary Catholic School. 
The project will create a central meeting spot, 
something residents have wanted for a long time. 
(Watch a 3D video at www.derbyweb.com.) 
 Madison Avenue Central Park would address 
many unmet needs in the Derby community 
including a venue for events like weddings and 
meetings, a playground for children and adults of 
all abilities, space for a farmer’s market or other 
small event, an outdoor classroom for small-group 
gatherings, lighted walking path, and a splash pad.  
The Derby Recreation Commission also plans to 
move its art classes to the new park.

Hours   
Monday thru Friday 
 7:15 a.m. - 3:45 p.m.
Saturdays
 8 a.m. - noon
 Northwest corner of High  
 Park, 2801 E. James  
 The city accepts trunks/
limbs up to 10 inches in 
diameter. Only tree limbs are 
permitted. Grass clippings, 
leaves, and thorny brush are 
not allowed. Free mulch is 
available to Derby residents.
 Questions? Call Public 
Works at 788-0301.
 Summer hours run April 
through October. 

Contest and the KCBS Contest 
as well. 
Invite Family & Friends
 The event won’t be a success 
unless you attend! Activities for 
the entire family include face 
painting, crafts, balloons, a magi-
cian and inflatables in the Cox 
Kids Corner.
Food Vendors
 This year’s event will feature 
several barbeque vendors and 
other unique food and craft 
vendors like Max’s Homemade 
Ice Cream and Wheel Throw 
Pottery.  The Derby Noon Lions 
Club will sell beer for $3 each, as 
well as soda and water.
People’s Choice 
 The always-popular People’s 
Choice Contest allows you to 
try four samples of pulled pork 
for just $5 and then vote for 
your favorite.
Car Show
 Enter the contest for just $15 
($20 day of event) or just enjoy 
the Bumper to Bumper Rods-n-
Ribs Charity Car Show on Sat-

urday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in 
the northwest parking lot.  The 
car show will include cars, trucks, 
and motorcycles. Valve Cover 
Races are sure to be popular, so 
bring your racer!
Live Music
 Bring a chair or blanket and 
enjoy a variety of music Friday 
evening and all day Saturday at 
the Capitol Federal Main Stage 
located at the amphitheater.
 For more event information 
and to download entry forms, 
visit www.derbyweb.com/BBQ. 
Watch for the National Bar-B-
Que Derby Event guide in The 
Derby Informer.

Grand Pavilion

All Access Playground

Splash Pad

2012 Backyard BBQ Competitor Greg Fox
photo by Bill Fales



meetings 
ADA Advisory Board

Quarterly on Mondays @ 4 p.m., City Hall

City Council 
2nd/4th Tuesdays @ 6:30 p.m., City Hall

Derby Recreation Commission
2nd Tuesday @ 6:00 p.m., DRC

Economic Development Board 
2nd Monday @ 5:30 p.m., City Hall

Library Board 
4th Wednesday @ 6:30 p.m., Derby Library

Ordinance Review Advisory Board 
3rd Tuesday @ 6 p.m., City Hall

Parks & Urban Forestry Board
2nd Thursday @ 11 a.m., Public Works

Planning Commission 
1st & 3rd Thursdays @ 6:30 p.m., City Hall

Senior Services Advisory Board
1st Wednesday @ 10 a.m., Senior Center
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Derby Difference Sales Tax 

National BBQ Derby

New Website Feature

Animal Waste Ordinance

Water Conservation
Rebate Program

Derby’s mission is to create vibrant neighborhoods, nurture a strong business community, and preserve beautiful green spaces.


