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	 Like	many	cities,	Derby	has	School									
Resource	Officers	(SROs)	working	every	
day	in	our	high	school	and	middle	schools.	
SROs	educate,	counsel	and	protect	our	
school	communities.	In	doing	so,	these	
men	and	women	lead	by	example	and	pro-
mote	a	positive	image	of	law	enforcement	
to	our	nation’s	youth.		
	 This	fall,	Derby	Police	Officer	Justin	Taylor	
joined	officer	Amanda	Boatright	as	the	two	
SROs	at	Derby	High	School.	Officer	Brian	
Norris	continues	
serving	at	Derby	
Middle	School,	and	
officer	Michael	
Cooter	(pictured	
at	right)	moved	
from	DHS	to	Derby	
North	Middle	
School.	 
	 In	addition	to	
working	at	their	
assigned	schools,	
SROs	also	teach	
safety	skills	to	chil-
dren	in	Derby’s	nine	elementary	schools.
	 If	you	see	one	of	these	officers	at	your	
child’s	school,	stop	and	introduce	yourself.	
Just	like	you,	these	SROs	have	the	best	
interest	of	your	son	or	daughter	at	heart.

SROs Make a Big 
Difference in Schools 

Learn Meaning Behind 
Cowboy Folk Songs  

Is Growth Good for Derby?
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	 You’re	invited	to	attend	“Singing	the	
Cattle	North,”	a	presentation	and	discussion	
by	Jim	Hoy	about	the	history	of	folk	songs.	
Did	you	know,	cowboy	folk	songs	were	
more	than	entertainment	on	the	lonely	
prairie?	These	songs	told	the	story	of	a	way	
of	life	that	is	very	different	from	today.		 
	 An	authority	on	the	folk	life	of	ranching,	
Hoy	is	an	English	professor	and	director	
of	the	Center	for	Great	Plains	Studies	at	
Emporia	State	University.	He	has	lectured	
internationally	on	the	folk	life	of	ranching	
and	is	co-author	of	“Plains	Folk,”	a	
syndicated	newspaper	column.

	 In	my	last	column,	I	asked	for	help	identi-
fying	our	“small	town	values.”	Most	people	
agreed	Derby	is	a	special	place	to	live.	
	 In	the	past	few	weeks,	a	couple	major	
school	projects	have	been	completed.	
The	new	Derby	North	Middle	School	and	
improvements	to	Derby	 
Middle	School	will	provide 
students	with	exciting	 
learning	opportunities.	 
Also,	several	new	retail	 
stores	and	restaurants	 
have	opened	for	business	 
or	are	under	construction.	 
Wesley	Medical	Center	 
announced	its	intention	 
to	construct	a	free- 
standing	emergency	department	–	Wesley	
Derby	ER.	An	affordable	senior	housing	
proposal	is	being	considered,	and	develop-
ers	are	putting	together	a	proposal	for	a	
destination	dinosaur	park	development	
here	in	Derby.	
	 So	how	much	growth	is	good	for	Derby?
	 When	my	family	and	I	moved	to	Derby	in	
1986,	the	town	looked	much	different	from	
today.	A	gas	station	was	on	Rock	Road	and	
a	sign	that	said,	“Future	Home	of	Dillons.”	

That	building	is	now	an	antique	market,	
and	businesses	line	Rock	Road	from	Chet	
Smith	to	Patriot	Avenue.	Residents	enjoy	
new	shopping	and	dining	options.	Hous-
ing	developments	continue	to	pop	up.	I	
remember	when	Tanglewood	and	Derby	
Hills	Elementary	schools	were	on	the	edge	
of	town,	and	High	Park	was	in	the	middle	of	
nowhere.	Our	town	has	grown	a	lot	in	the	
past	30	years.	
	 Some	may	wonder	if	growth	in	Derby	is	
something	to	be	controlled.
	 The	bottom	line	is	as	more	and	more	
people	choose	Derby	as	their	home,	more	
and	more	businesses	will	look	to	provide	
services	to	potential	customers.	With	avail-
able	land	surrounding	most	of	our	town,	
growth	is	somewhat	a	certainty.	Land	will	
be	sold,	houses	will	be	built,	and	business-
es	will	continue	to	locate	in	Derby.
	 Should	we	continue	to	grow	as	a	com-
munity	and	give	other	families	the	same	
opportunities	we	enjoy	as	Derby	residents?		
	 I	know	you	have	your	own	thoughts	
about	“Is	growth	good	for	Derby?”	I	would	
appreciate	you	sharing	thoughts	on	this	
subject	with	me	at	rgwhite58@cox.net.						
I	look	forward	to	reading	your	responses.

Randy	White 
Derby	Mayor	

Find Your Dream Home 
in Derby 

 Need	a	bigger	house	with	more	space?	
Tired	of	making	repairs	to	your	older	
home?	Or	have	you	been	thinking	about	
moving	your	parents	to	Derby?	Shop	for	
your	dream	home	in	Derby	during	the	Fall	
Parade	of	Homes,	and	encourage	friends	
who	are	looking	for	a	new	home	to	visit	
Derby	during	the	Fall	Parade. 
	 Last	year,	Derby	was	named	“12th	Most	
Affordable	Suburb	in	America”	by	Movoto	
Real	Estate. 
	 For	a	complete	list	of	Derby	homes	on	
the	Fall	Parade,	visit	www.DerbyKS.com/
POH	or	pick	up	a	guide	at	Dillons.	

Saturday, Oct. 3 at 10 a.m. 
Community Room - Derby Public Library  
1600 E. Walnut Grove 

Fall Parade of Homes - 2015
October 3-4 | 10-11 | 17-18
Noon to 6 p.m. - Derby & Metro Area
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View From New Residents 
 I grew up in Udall, Kan., but moved 
around quite a bit as an adult. I have 
spent the past 13 years in Northern New 
Jersey (just a few miles from Secaucus, 
New Jersey). I made the decision to move 
back to Kansas to be closer to family. My 
11-year-old son was not happy, because 
all he knew was life in New Jersey. 
My biggest concern in moving back to 
Kansas was all the future educational 
opportunities for my son if we’d 
continued living in New Jersey, near New 
York City. In the end, I made the decision 
to settle in Derby, due to everything 
it had to offer both educationally and 
environmentally. 
 In New Jersey, Field Station: Dinosaurs 
was always in the news and doing 
different events around the area. It was 
always exciting to see what opportunity 
they would present next. Before we 
left New Jersey, we heard that Field 
Station: Dinosaurs was going to have to 
relocate as they were losing their current 
location, and they hadn’t yet found a 
new location. This saddened both me and 
my son to hear of the lost opportunity to 
visit in the future, but we were losing the 
convenience to visit the attraction with 
the move anyway.  
 We’d been in our new home in Derby 
for about a month, and I was looking on 
the City of Derby’s website when I saw a 
line about the Field Station: Dinosaurs. 
I thought it couldn’t be true, but it was. 
My son and I are so EXCITED! What 
wonderful news for everyone in this 
area. This is a great opportunity. I hope 
and pray Field Station: Dinosaurs-Derby 
becomes a reality in our new home town. 
    
   Sincerely, 
 
   Raylene Stewart &  
   Jacob Vazquez

Dinosaur & STAR Bond Project One Step Closer 
   In	July,	Guy	Gsell	of	Field	Station:	Dino-
saurs	in	New	Jersey	asked	the	City	Council	
to	picture	the	following	behind	the	north	
water	tower	on	Rock	Road	(across	from	the	
new	middle	school):	
   l	An	edu-tainment	 
experience	for	kids	ages	
3	to	11	where	they	see,	
hear	and	touch	life-size	
animatronic	dinosaurs	
and	learn	it’s	cool	to	grow	 
up	and	be	a	scientist.
   l	A	place	for	school	
field	trips	where	kids	dig	
for	real	fossils,	explore	
an	indoor	ropes	course,	and	play	miniature	
golf	among	dinosaurs.
   l	Overnight	Glamping	(glamorous	camp-
ing)	with	friends	for	a	birthday	party.
   l	National	Dinosaur	Camp	every	summer.
	 At	the	public	hearing	on	Aug.	25,	devel-
oper	Rick	Worner	presented	new	informa-
tion	about	a	proposed	medical	care	facility	
specializing	in	caring	for	patients	with	
traumatic	brain	injury.	He	also	introduced	
the	idea	of	building	
an	indoor	archery	
range	large	enough	 
to	host	regional	
competitions	and	
maybe	even	Olym-
pic	trials.	Worner	
noted	the	medical	facility,	competition	
archery	and	rifle	range,	as	well	as	a	hotel,														

Kathy	Sexton	 
City	Manager 

restaurant	and	possibly	a	daycare	would	be	
located	north	of	Patriot	Avenue	and	west	of	
Rock	Road.	
	 The	public	hearing	provided	time	for	both	
elected	officials	and	Derby	residents	to	ask	
questions	of	the	developer	and	his	partners	
and	share	opinions	on	this	project.	
	 The	Council	voted	to	move	forward	with	
this	project.	At	their	next	meeting	on		
Sept.	8,	the	City	Council	will	consider	pass-
ing	an	ordinance	establishing	the	STAR	
bond	project	district.	
   After	the	STAR	bond	project	district	is			 
established,	there	are	many	additional	
steps	that	must	happen	before	the	project	
is	ready	to	submit	to	the	Kansas	Depart-
ment	of	Commerce	 
for	its	approval.	The	
State	must	approve	
this	new	development	
(along	with	its	financial	
incentive	package)	so	
STAR	bonds	can	be	issued	to	fund	it.	Please	
note,	this	project	will	not	increase	the	sales	
tax	you	pay	on	purchases	in	Derby.	
	 I	encourage	you	to	learn	more	about	this	
project	at	www.derbyweb.com/dino.	On	
this	website	you’ll	find	the	Star	Bond	Fea-
sibility	Study,	Map	of	Proposed	STAR	Bond	
District,	Field	Station:	Dinosaurs-Derby	
Project	Proposal	and	more.
	 If	you	have	questions	about	how	this	new	
development	project	might	affect	you,	your	
neighborhood	or	have	any	suggestions,	
please	contact	me	at	788-3132	or	at	 
kathysexton@derbyweb.com.

Saturday, Sept. 12 s www.derbybbq.com 

WANTED: Awesome Person

Small Business Tips
 Are	you	interested	in	starting	a	business	
in	Derby?	Here	are	a	few	things	to	do	as	
you	get	started: 
	 1.	Write	a	business	plan.
	 2.	Secure	financing.
	 3.	Research	permits	and	requirements. 
	 For	questions	about	starting	a	business	
in	Derby,	contact	Taylour	Tedder	at	788-
3081	or	taylourtedder@derbyweb.com.

An	employee	welds	a	new	part	at	Mockery	&	Sons	
Machine	Company	in	the	West	End	Business	Park.

 Do	you	know	someone	who	is	generous	
with	his	or	her	time,	talents	and	resources	
to	benefit	the	Derby	
Community?	Please	
nominate	him	or	her	
for	the	Derby	Com-
munity	Foundation’s	Generosity	Award.	
The	winner	receives	a	prize	package	and	
$500	to	donate	to	the	charity	of	his	or	her	
choice.	Forms	at	www.derbycf.org.


