
City Council Meeting   8. C.           
Meeting Date: 12/09/2014  

Submitted By: Kathy Sexton, City Manager 
Agenda Category: New Business

Subject:
2015 Legislative Agenda

Guests:
Scott Schneider, Watkins & Schneider Consulting, LLC

Background:
Maintaining communication with legislators and tracking legislative issues are
important to ensure City officials are aware of and involved in state and federal
legislative activities that affect the organization and the community.
The City's legislative agenda is affected by and reflective of the legislative priorities
of REAP (Regional Economic Area Partnership) and the League of Kansas
Municipalities, both of which are attached.
REAP advocates for state investments and encourages strategic public policies to
create jobs and grow the economy in South Central Kansas. Its legislative agenda
focuses on jobs, education, transportation, water, and energy. 
Page three of the League's document shows its 2015 Action Agenda. The remainder
of the document delves into details of specific issues in municipal finance, public
health and safety, community development, and more.
Consistent with last year, the top two priorities recommended for Derby's legislative
agenda are consistent with the League's first two items: 

City elections should remain non-partisan and separate from state and
national elections. Cities should continue to determine when their local
elections are held.
Consistent with the Home Rule Amendment of the Kansas Constitution, we
support the ability of local elected officials to make decisions for their
communities, particularly local tax and revenue decisions.

Derby city staff participated in developing both the League's policy statement and
REAP's legislative priorities.
Beyond the above two statements of Derby's top priorities, city staff will keep
informed of bills introduced during the upcoming legislative session that may affect
Derby through Scott Schneider, REAP, and the League. 

Derby's position on such bills will generally be in keeping with the REAP and
League of Kansas Municipalities positions.
When bills arise for which the City's position is not clear, the City Council will
be consulted for direction going forward.
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Financial/Sustainability Considerations:
Since balancing the state's budget is clearly the 2015 Legislature's top concern,
Derby city officials will monitor any actions to reduce state revenue dedicated to
street maintenance, specific street projects, parks, and drug/alcohol education,
intervention and treatment.
The City of Derby's annual operating budget includes approximately $1.0 million
from the state (gas tax, liquor tax, and sales tax) to support such public services. 

Recommend a Motion to:
Adopt the designated two priorities for Derby's legislative agenda.

Attachments
REAP Legislative Priorities
LKM Policy Statement
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REAP Regional Economic
Area Partnership

2015 Legislative Priorities

Manufacturing 
Employment

40% 
of all Kansas

REAP advocates for state investments and encourages strategic public 
policies to create jobs and grow the economy in South Central Kansas. 

JOBS:

EDUCATION:

TRANSPORTATION:

WATER ENERGY

REAP focuses on issues of common concern that drive the regional economy including 
transportation, water, energy and workforce development.

2,625 
Indirect Jobs created by
McConnell Air Force Base
($116.8 million value)

REAP supports state investments in technology, innovative research, 
education and skills training in the following areas.

REAP supports transportation projects and strategies to 
enhance the economy in South Central Kansas.

Kansas Affordable 
Airfares Program (KAAP) Kansas T-Works

Ground Water Management 
Districts (GMD’s)2

21,000 
Kansans

Employed in
H e a l t h c a r e

6
State-supported post-secondary 

inst i tut ions serving 40,037 
s tudents  as  of  Fal l  2014

13
Private  Col leges ,  Universi t ies  

and Inst i tut ions.   20,373 
s tudents  as  of  Fal l  2014

National 
Institute for 

Aviation 
Research 

(NIAR) at WSU

1,236 
Credentials 
Awarded 
through 
SB155

KU School 
of Medicine 

Wichita

Equus Beds Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) 
supplies water for 20% of the Kansas population.

Passenger & Freight Rail Service

The REAP region hosts 2 of the 3 Kansas oil 
refineries, a large wind generator assembly plant, 
and wind farms are located in 4 REAP counties.
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2015 Legislative and Policy Priorities

REAP advocates for state investments and encourages strategic public policies to create jobs and 
grow the economy in South Central Kansas.

REAP supports state investments in technology, innovative research, education and skills training 
in the following areas.  
     ·  Research and development at the National Institute for Aviation Research (NIAR) at Wichita   
        State University. 
     ·  Career and Technical Education and skills training at community/technical colleges 
        designed to meet the needs of business and industry through the continuation of SB 155. 
     ·  Cutting edge technology through the support of the Wichita State University Innovation 
        Campus.
     ·  Medical education and training programs at the Kansas University School of 
        Medicine-Wichita. 

REAP supports policies and strategies to recognize the protection of water resources critical to the 
economy of South Central Kansas.
     ·  Support the inclusion of the protection of the Equus Beds Aquifer Storage and Recovery 
        (ASR) initiative in the “50 year Vision for the Future of Water in Kansas” as a regional asset 
        and critical economic growth tool, supplying water for 20% of that Kansas Population.

REAP supports transportation projects and strategies to enhance the regional economy in South 
Central Kansas. 
     ·  Continue state support for Kansas Affordable Airfares Program (KAAP) as statutorily 
        written, to assure more flight options, more competition for air travel and affordable air fares 
        for Kansas.
     ·  Maintain funding for Kansas T-Works projects in the REAP region, discourage “raiding” 
        transit funds to balance the budget. 
     ·  Support funding of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) study needed to maintain 
        and/or expand passenger rail service in Kansas.

REAP supports strategies and policies from the state that enhance regional job growth in South 
Central Kansas through economic development investments and targeted programs. 

REAP Regional Economic
Area Partnership

REAP supports the implementation of Export Now, the regional export plan, directed by Kansas 
Global Trade Services.  

REAP recognizes  the importance of energy to the regional economy and access to and production 
of, a variety of energy sources from oil and natural gas to renewable resources such as wind and 
solar power.  
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